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Dig It! – StAnza 2021 Creative Writing Opportunity 
 
Dig It! is a hub for Scottish archaeology. Thanks to our Scotland-wide network of heritage 
organisations, museums and archaeological groups, we’re able to source the best events and stories 
from across the country for members of the public.   
 
We promote free (or low-cost) activities for participants of all ages on our website (no experience 
required) and share ground-breaking Scottish archaeology news and stories on our website, social 
media channels and more. We also work behind-the-scenes to create opportunities for deeper 
engagement. 
 

• Our vision is a Scotland where everyone enjoys archaeology 

• Our mission is to encourage the discovery of Scotland’s stories through archaeology by 
providing innovative promotion and support to the heritage sector 

• Our values are inclusivity, innovation and collaboration 
 
Dig It! is coordinated by the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland (Charity No SC 010440) and primarily 
funded by Historic Environment Scotland. 
 

Outline of the Work 
We are looking for a Scotland-based poet (hereafter referred to as “the Poet”) to produce a short 
poem inspired by an archaeological site or artefact in Scotland (from a list we will provide). We 
welcome applications from poets working in any language, including but not limited to Scots, Gaelic, 
and English (if not in the English language, please also provide an English translation). 
 
The poem will be written to coincide with StAnza 2021, Scotland’s International Poetry Festival (6 – 
14 March 2021) and will reflect one or both of the festival’s themes; ‘Make It New’ and ‘No Rhyme 
nor Reason’. 
 
StAnza's mission is to celebrate poetry, to bring poetry to audiences and to enable encounters with 
poetry. Now recognised as one of the leading poetry festivals in the UK and Europe, StAnza’s annual 
festival has over the years featured a strong list of contemporary poets from within Scotland and 
also from across the UK and the rest of the world. StAnza has also brought a range of major poets to 
the festival, commissioned art works from leading artists, featured both past and present Poet 
Laureates, and has showcased poets from over 50 countries worldwide. 
 
You will work remotely with Dig It! (a small team based in Edinburgh) and one of the archaeologists 
who worked on the sites below. They will provide the details to help you bring the story to life (such 
as images, descriptions and historical details). We are keen to develop the piece in partnership and 
follow your creative lead as you bring a fresh approach to how the past is depicted. 
 

Sites and Artefacts 

Once chosen, the selected Poet will be invited to meet online with Dig It! and a local archaeologist to 
discuss the four potential sites. The Poet will then choose which one they would like to take as 
inspiration for their poem. The sites/artefacts we’d like the Poet to choose from all come from 
Dumfries & Galloway and were linked to the Can You Dig It? community archaeology program: 
 

1. A motte and bailey structure and medieval pottery finds  

https://www.socantscot.org/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/
https://stanzapoetry.org/festival
https://gallowayglens.org/projects/community-archaeology-programme-can-you-dig-it/#:~:text=Can%20You%20Dig%20It%20is,find%20out%20about%20it%20all.
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2. Flints and a musket ball, showing continuity of settlement from the Neolithic period (around 
5,000 years ago) to the late 18th Century 

3. Late 18th or early 19th century kiln barn and farmhouse on the Raiders Road 
4. Medieval and post-medieval finds, and the suggested trade links between France and 

Scotland they show 
 

No prior knowledge is required. We are interested in your creative response to the materials 
provided. Interest in archaeology is welcome but not essential. 
 
 

Aims of the work 

The final piece will help tell the stories of the people who left these artefacts or features behind, 
while addressing “Aim Four – Encourage Greater Engagement” of Scotland’s Archaeology 
Strategy, specifically with regards to increasing and improving the presentation and interpretation of 
archaeological information. It’s hoped that the piece will help “increase the impact of the study of 
the past by promoting and improving presentation and interpretation, conveying our collective 
enthusiasm for heritage to a wider audience” and “by increasing and enhancing the communication 
of archaeological work we will continue to contribute to the cultural, environmental, economic and 
social life of Scotland. By enhancing the...presentation of our archaeological heritage we can hope to 
encourage greater engagement by current and future generations.” Success will be measured by 
online engagement (e.g. Dig It! website users), media coverage and number of people who listen to 
the recording. 

 
Your work will be circulated to local media outlets at the start of the festival (6 March 2021) and 
hosted on the StAnza, Dig It! and Can You Dig It? Websites and social media channels. 
 
 

Criteria and Fee  
One short poem up to max. 700 words (plus an English translation if poem is in Gaelic or Scots) 
which celebrates a site or artefact (from one of four provided) based on descriptions and images 
provided by Dig It! and the archaeologist. Plus, one mp3 recording of you reciting the poem (plus an 
English translation if the poem is in Gaelic or Scots). 
 
The Word document containing the written poem will be sent digitally to the Dig It! team by the 
timetabled deadlines below to allow for two rounds of revisions. 
 
The fee will be £250 (including VAT) for the whole commission (including a translation if the poem is 
in Gaelic or Scots) and a recording of the poem (including a translation if the poem is in Gaelic or 
Scots). Half will be paid after the first draft and the second half on completion of the commission. 
 

Timetable  
• Thursday 21 January 2021 - Application deadline 

• Week beginning Monday 25 January 2021 - Poet selected and notified, meeting with the Dig 
It! team and the archaeologist online to discuss the sites/artefacts 

• Week beginning Monday 8 February 2021 - First draft submitted, online meeting to discuss 
first draft and make comments 

• Week beginning Monday 15 February 2021 - Second draft submitted, minor comments 
made on second draft and sent back to Poet 

http://archaeologystrategy.scot/files/2016/08/Scotlands_Archaeology_Strategy_Aug2016.pdf
http://archaeologystrategy.scot/files/2016/08/Scotlands_Archaeology_Strategy_Aug2016.pdf
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• Friday 26 February 2021 - Submission of final piece and mp3 recording, sign-off 
 

How to Apply 
Please email sally@socantscot.org with:  

• Your writing CV (if you have one) 

• 2-3 examples of your work 

• In your email, let us know in under 200 words:  
o why your work would be suited to this project 
o why you’re interested in this opportunity  
o where in Scotland you’re based 

• Application deadline: 12 noon on Thursday 21 January 2021 
 
We particularly encourage applications from Asian writers, LGBTQIA+ writers, non-binary writers, 
disabled writers, Black writers and writers from the African and/or Afro-Caribbean diaspora 
(including mixed-race/multiple-heritage) who are based in Scotland. Marginalised communities have 
often been excluded from interpretations of the past and we want to showcase different 
perspectives on Scottish archaeology. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to know more, please contact sally@socantscot.org. We look 
forward to hearing from you. 
 

 

mailto:sally@socantscot.org
mailto:sally@socantscot.org

